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1. DATE - TIME GROUP LOCATION 


Vicksburg, Mississivpi 


3. SOURCE 10, CONCLUSION 
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Civilian Astro (METEOR) 
}4. NUMBER OF OBJECTS 


One okie each See < 
5. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION |11, BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS 


5-10 seconds Observer sighted a triangular~shaped object. It looked 
TYPE OF OBSERVATION. | Mitiy like a flourescent light, It was heading Weset ab a 
moderate speed, It appeared to have wings, LS 
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This investigation requested by 


t the 


flying discs, 
Times, dated 50 


2 determine 
observation of 
icle Angsles 
3 Proving Ground 
iSPG during Navy Viking firing 
closed that arti ole, 
i bing/24 April 1949/ 
lesearch, as rap: or ted 
news release made 
nade by the Commanpidiog 
all releases regar ts 
released by ‘Naval 
+, reflect no sizhti 
April 1949. 


Log 


‘aneral that 
o article Los 
Unit AWSPG 


3PG. 
uzs oP any 


facts and circumstances 
White Sands Proving 


jisclosed articls stsmed from 
25 August 1949 
+8 elaboration on 


post, 


P Senome 


surroun 


Ground, as 


August 1949, 7 
press 

ther, it was 
previously reported 
Mills Asronautical 


PG reveal x 


of 
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facts 
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nal 


3isclosed that 
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30 August 1949, 


PP 2a 


ghtia 


jeadquarter 
sir that a 
Times, dated 50 August | ayy 
PORTERS HE C Tat ! eae SANDS" be 


nitted in accor: 


Ze This 1 
the writer. 


AT WHITES SAl 


vn 19 September 1949, 
General, White Sands Proving 
miky had made no press release 
iring of the N 


read he 

ained therein was not pal eae ce hi 

yer declared that he had been questioned i egardsa to Aerial 

:awg representatives but had stated & t 08$e8ssed negative 
rowledge regarding the matter. BLACKUORE xcutive Officer were 

ined to beliey >; the news article sti is an elaboration of 

sviously reported Pnoteodolite sig ing ¢ April 1949, by Mr. C.D. 
representa: ive of General Mills i Laboratory, previousl 


hy 
t 


at White a Froving Ground, 


4. In 
on Officer, rerectly p on Leave pri 
eant WILLIAM RA~32815758, Publi if t eacialist, 
PG, was inter? weed wd c ) that no offi re 3a53 was made 
he Army PIO : Waite Sands Proving Ground, In regarcs to any 
menal objecta saving been sighted at that post, nor had any releases 
made in regards so the subject article >he Lo nz ae 
AN declared tiat it is an established Pio | 
ational intarest will first channeled throuzh Public Information 
Office Headquarters, National Military Establishment, pr their baing 
released, andag ‘his policy is strictly adhered to by s >I0 personnel 
3.Acmy, White Sands Proving Ground, he is assure? ons subject article 
yg not released by his office. f=LDMAN declared that 
article, as was Captain DETCHEMG) and that both he and DETCHEMENDY 
determined that the article had been a Naval t release. FELDMAN 
wether disclosed that during the period 24 August 49 to 30 August 1949, 
» Maval Unit had sponsored "Titinge”™ Rocket fi ¥, which firing was 


red s jumerou 


UNCLASSIFIE 


en requested oy tre Naval Unit handle all ths 
arence to include the preparation of the i 8 gait 
itions, DSTCHEMENDY was present during 
the press conference and FELDMAN is assured that D&TCI 
val person or persons who made subject release 
> the Los Angeles Times. An eee lead is 
interview Captain DSTCHEMENDY at his Leave address. 
of press personnel present at the conference and recor 


mace to the PIO in regards to the article by MII 
IL is { Comman ouGr 3. McLAUGHLIN, 


5. Captain W 
<heir 


Ps two 
fa y's ke 
malfunctions, estioned numerous Naval 
jiscs 

previous 
been discussed. 


5 
a 


the newspaper article 
receding the writi wa » Captain 
ite Sands Proving (round had de- 
however, 


Neen 31 
SCRRY stated 
Clared that ha had gerved strange objects in t ky, 
placed no confidence. in the statement and further doubted the vali 
5 cC tivules the name 
r articla 


justify tt 
dalayed fi 

to make a r rox ,bove was corr 
Both GOR and MeL tHLIN stated they 

soncerning th ic i yuestion. 


7 ALSAAUDER SZABO, O-1690907, Photographic Officer, 
Sands Proving Ground, was interviewed on 19 September 1949 and dee 
to the st of his knowledge no photographs of Zz Gisca 
en by either of the photographic units at WSPG, nor had any 
een taken which showed objects other than a missile or a rocket. 
SZA8 , nO photographs had been obtained of a flying 
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official reports of signti of any Lee iky objacts has 
si 
her 
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th 


at White Sands Proving noe the report of WRNBOW on 
1949. Statement by § is in inclosed. DAVIDSON declare 
his capacity as Technical naviee: to the Public Information 0 
article was not cleared through him prior to publication by 
basis, DAVIDSON had submitted a report for record to General 
in which he disclosed that the article in the Los An 
been an official WSPG release and that the infcrmat 
article had been disclosed to newsmen by members 
DAVIDSON further declared that the Naval Unit is fully cog 
Army's Unconventional Aircraft Project r 

sharefors not eligible for free and full 

zations. 
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ted 31 Au 
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Jame as above 


stats tah ach pica 
DIRECTOR 


Jame as above. 
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jume as above, 
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UNDEVELOPED LE. 


contact Capt 
knowledge 


Ground, New 


information 


Ground regarding the sightings of flying dises at Whi 
‘TILES was mex ’ - 3c i 3 


1 Navy exhibition 


and interview Mr. CL 
Station KW .o8 Angeles, to determine 
at White Sands Proving Ground regarding 
white Sands Proving Ground. ROBERTS was 
White Sands Proving Ground during the Navy exhibition 
scheduled Por 24 August 1949, 
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25 Aug 49 


a 
> 


Visitors Badges Viking Project - 24 August 1945 (signed for by Capt 
Detchemendy) 


Badge No. ISSUED TO 
Miles, Marvin - L A Times 
Bath, Philip = L A Times 
Hart, Julian - L A Examiner 
Grant, Gordon = Hollywood Citizen 


Popular 


Mechanics 
Roberts, Clete = Radio Station KFW3 
Ray, William - Radio Station KRWB 
Douglas, Doug - Radio Station ARED 
Douglas, Michael - Radio Station ERED 
Martin, Geo. Jr. = Ih l Broadcasting System 
Nelson = CBS 
Bosworth, Ellis 
Maroney, Ray - Acme News 


Koverman, Irvy - News of the Day 
Gremvld, Samuel - Paramount News 
Johnson, Joseph = Universal News 


Vandiveer, Willard - Pathe News 


- Fox Movietone News 


UNCL 
HEADQUARTERS 
TS SANDS PROVING GROUND 
“LIC INFORMATION SECTION 
Las Cruces, New Mexico 
Tel. WSPG, Ext. 215 
(Night Ext. 261) 


IMPORTANT INCOMING 


B Daetchemendy 


Time 3200 


national News Service Representative--Denver, Colo. 


In Captain Deatchemendy's absence, representati asked to talk to 


s2cratarye 

INS Reps What is this story on adio about som az saucers at 
White Sands Proving Ground? 3 t out by a lir.Clede Roberts 

from Los Angeles--I believe. 


We have oot rsleased any information of ha natures from this 
office, however Mr, Roberts was a suest o Vavy last week, and 
he has made a raleasa, t t 2 the information on 
Shall I swaten you to r where you may confirm his 


e of information, if any? 


D. 


Then you do not know anything abou 


We have no such information, nor have we mace any releases, in 
this office. However, I will switch you to Captain Gorry, ana 
he will be able to answer your questions--since lir. Roberts visited th 


their headquarters recently. 


rorry's 2xtension. 


ny 


TINCI ASSIF! eb 


HEADQUARTERS 
WHITE SANDS PRCVING GROUNM 
JBLIC INFORMATION SSCTION 
Las Cruces, New Mexico 

Ext. 215 
Ext. 21 


IMPORTANT INCOMING AND OUTGOING TELEPHONE 


B Detchemendy 
Time 


Cowan = Herald Post, B 


What is this the radi 


the White Sands seeir 
up there? 


I just heard about it from some peoples who caine 
El Pascoe is it a story put out by a Mr. Roberts? 


‘aseea lr. Roberts and a Mr. Miles, fron Los Anes I believe. 
Yes--3 ? g 


These inen were here last week as guests 
have aay information of this type 
the Nav shall I switch you ¢% 
theal 

Mr. Cowan: Do you have a Navy PIO? 

Capt D; I'll switch you to Cdr McLaughlin, who will be able to 

clear you up on where the stories cams from. je have had no 
such information here, and have made no releases at all on such 


I believe Mr. Roberts received this information on which h 
his release-- from the Navy. Cdr. McLaughlin released 7 
ormation of a similar nature, to Mr. Scholin, Public In? 
cal Military 3s tablisinene. Washington, D.C. when * 
728"3 azdOee in ny presence 
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IDS PROVING GROW Uh 


s, New Mexic 


ICLASS| 


27 April 1949 


On 24 April 1949, three miles north of 


listed men from white Sands Proving Ground 


and @§Q@@MM) and I saw a rapidly moving object while making a pibal wind run. 


gleased a 350 gram balloon at about 1020 UST and were following 


Golite. After the 1030 reading, 


sheodolite and @QMM and I 
ht we had the balloon when we picked 


jraction the theodolite was pointing 


mated by stopwateh and width gers), but we had thougnt to encounter 


similar winds on the balloon. When the distance between the theodolite and 


supposed balloon became apoarsnt, took yer the theodolite and found the 


true balloon still “shers, whereupon I abandoned i 


after it came out of t r hi v g bearing if you wish to 


work out a sum shot a 3 MST at Arrey). was moving too fast to 
crank the theodolite areund; therefore, one of the men pointed tha theodolite 
_ os 
1 : : eS 4 eae 4 role; ; 
and I looked. The object was an ellipsoid about :1 slamtueesy reste length 


about .02° & subtended angle. ite in color except for a light yellow of one 


side as though it were in shadow. I could not get a hard focus on the object 


due to the speed at which the angles changed. Th saw no g detail 


total time of observation of about 60 ssconds. 


The object was not a balloon and was some distance away. Assuming 


escape velocity, a track is enclosed which figures elevation above the sta- 


TP 


tion of about 300,000 feet over the observed period. if this is true, the 


flicht would have probably gone over the White Sands Proving Ground, 


Holloman Air Force Ease, and Los Alamos. 
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General Mills Research 
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portunity 
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irmy PIO at White Sands Provi 

ing dise repor 
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tion o1 the article by uBgATS and 
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1, This investization predicated upon undeveloped lead request set forth 
in the report of Special Agent JOHN F. FRAMPTON, of the 17th OSI District (Ic), 
Kirtland ANB, New Mexico, dated 21 September 199, file number 2))-4, 

AT LOULS, 0 SSOURL 

2. Captain EDWAaD D. DETCHEMENDI, Q=15117, Ordnance, U. 5S, Army, Former 
Public Intormation Officer, White Sands Proving Ground, Jew lexico, enroute from 
White Sands, New Mexico, to Sremerhaven, Germany, was interviewed 12 October 19h9, 
and stated he had been the Public Information Ufficer from August 1943 to 12 Septen- 
ber LIL9. 


Saptain GILLIAN A. GORRY, U. S. Navy, ‘thite Sands “roving Ground, in 
prevaration to testefiring the Wiking rocket during the period 22 fab 4ngust 1349, 
requested the presence of DETCHEMSNDY from the Commander ov White Sands Proving 
Ground to assist the Nev; in the accommodation of press reporters ids seat to 
cover the firing of the liavy rocket. Se was to assist Naval Public Information 


Officers of the 12th Naval District, San Diego, Valifzornia, who were in charge oz 
the party of press representatives. JETCHEMENDY assisted in the billeting, trans= 
portation and orientation of the press representatives on tne rocket firing facili- 
ties of Vhite Sands Proving Ground. USTCHEMENDY stated he was witn the members of 
the press from the time they descended from their plane at about 1700 hours, 24 
Augus+ 1749, at Conron 'ield, until their ueparture, 25 Augusy LIW. 


DETCHEMENDY reealled being present at two press contarences at which 
all members of the ores vere snesehiad, The first conference occurred at the Navy 
Officers! Mess and last i5 mimtes. GORY made a short introductory talk and Dr. 
NGWELL of the Navy Research Laboratory, gaya a short talk on the "V7iking* rocket. 

A second conference took place in the Lounge of the Army Ufficers' Club and movies 

of tha "Vilcing® rocket «na the German "Y-2" rocket ware shown. (at conferences 
reporters were advised “wt certain phases of the "Viking’ rocket were classified 
and any information they uight haoven to run across was not to be printed and that 
the Navy following the firing would hold a conference for all press reoresentatives 
at which conference all the phases of the ri would be covered and the press given 
data they could use for publication). DEICHEMENDY stated he was with one or more 
members of the press at all times during the period of their visit and neither at 
the conferences or elsewhere heard, either directly or indirectly, any mention or 
discussion of flying discs. 


DETCHEMENDY asserted that he found certain of the photosraphers and 
reporters were interested in various phases of the Proving Ground itself. He re- 
called that when he escorted the reporters to the Ballistic Measurement Section, 
certain reporters and photographers were interested in ghotogra oni za trackin 
salescove and 3imlating “he ‘racking of a rocket 7. > oraeciag 
scopes ars located five to forty ri nil from she ‘nite “and rovin 
i rs. The reporters : ero : 

sheir visit and 


accomiinge 


eee ae | 


UNCLA SSIr jED 


Ballistic Measurement Section and at the tracking telescope sites. nyone of ths 
afore-mentioned personnel who knew of the reported incident of last ing may nave 
revealed information concerning that incident to the reporters, 

' £52 PIAL ues Peay 

in order to refresh his memory DETCHEMENDY was shown a list of th: 

reporters who were present for the Naval firing. DETCHSMENDY was able to recollect 
CLETE ROBERTS pos IRVY KOVERMAN. DETCHEMENDY stated he spent considerable time 
with reporter CLETE XOBEATS, mainly becasue ROBERTS had returned from Germany in 
June 19h9 and DETCHEMENDY had just received orders as3igning him to Germany and 
therefore DETCHEMENDY was interested in obtaining all the first-hand information 
he could from ROBERTS regarding life in Germany. lir. ROBERTS, he related, was a 
free-lance radio commentator who sells anything of news value he can pick up. 
ROBERTS would only pudlish that which he had proof of. ROBERTS carried with hia 
at all times, both in the field and at press conferences, a gortadl @ hand=car 
tronic recorder and therefore may have an actual recording of the soomaeneton ’ 
the person from whom he obtained the information regarding flyi cs. DETCH 
stated it was not unusual conduct for reporters 1i BERTS to carry recordi 
wchines. ROBERTS, according to DETCHEMANDY, a j i 
and firings on the dhite Sands Proving Ground ra 
officer on gublis address system. D=ETCHEMENDY t 
radio during the rocket launching preparation at the launching site. Dered 
related that at the launching site he was with lve (12) ohotographers and 
porters of the press and radio and at this time also he heard no vention of 
discs. 


JETCHEMBNDY did not see ROBERTS converse with or interview any of the 
Senior Army Ufficers of shite Sands Proving Grounds. Urig, Jeneral BLACKMORE was 
ibsent from White Sands and Lt. Colonel SINLER appeared on tne scene only briefly 
to welcome the reporters to @hite Sands. OSTCHEMENDY did see AOBSRTS in the presence 
of two Maval Laformation Officers, one of whom was a Lieutenant and the other a 
Sommander, DETCHEMBNDY did not see 4OBERTS talk to any Shite Sands Naval Officers; 
however, ROBERTS could have done 90 without his knowledge when he, DETCHE SOY, 
"a3 otherwise engazed. USTCHEMENDY was unable to recall WILES for he had no indie 
‘dual contact with hia shat enadled nim to remember and distinguish MiLZS from the 
2tners. 


IRVY KOVERMAN, according to DETCHEMENDY, was one of the individuals who 
went so one of the tracking telescope stations the afternoon preceeding the scheduled 
tiring. He was accompanied by sersonnel from the Ballistic Laboratory and went to 
the station closest to the Camp. KOVERMAN would have been with the personnel at th 
tracking telescope from about 1500 hours to 1700 hours. DTCHEMENDY did not know 
the personnel who manned that particular telescope on that date because he remained 
with the main group of the press at the Block House. 


DETCHEMENDY asserted that as part of his duties as Public Information 
Officer he maintained clipping files on information of all kind referring to White 
Sands Proving Ground that appeared in various news media, DNICHNMENDY first learned 
She oublisation of information recarding “lying discs hite ‘ands upon reading 
voisle plished sy she 41 2330, 7exas newsoaper on ) 
: D 3 LAC KMORS 


Castain GO&R¥ since the release had been made to newspapers covering the Navy 
firing. DEZTCHSMENDY recalling the content of the article stated that it did 

not mention any specific branen of the Armed Forces az having been the source of 
information but stated it mentioned that two high ranking officers had discussed 
the information. The Sunday after the appearance of the story, DETCHEMENDY met 
Capt. GORRY and asked him about the release of the story regarding flying discs 
at white Sands Proving Ground. GORRY told = "CHEMENDY, "it was that same old + 
of the Navy tracking of discs in the Spring and that they got this story from us® 
(the Mayy). DETCHEMENDY judged from Captain GoRaz's manner and attitude that he did 
not consider the release of the story to the news as anything ve serious. 
DETCHEMENDZ'S opinion that GORRY does not believe the tracking of so-called flying 
dises as anything umusual. 


DETCHEMENDY revealed % ¢ pri ! 30 May 199, he was in 

endance at tie Radiological Defense Sei ‘ Siloxi, Mississippl. Upon his 
urn to white Sands froving Ground 251 113 dutia: P ¢ Information 
Officer and while revicwing the activities of Shite Sands duriz absence, Sgt. 
PaLolAd verbally informed DETCHEMENDY that ae had heard of the actual tracking by 

scope at White Sands Proving Ground of what wa3 believed to be a ing dis 
JEPCGSMSNDY stated he followed this information up and interviewed Ur. CLIDE ? 
vhiel’, Zallistic Measurement Section, White Sands ‘roving Ground, who informed 
that tae object in question had been resortedly tracked by Naval Personnel. 
DETCHIMENDY said no official report had deen made of this to the Public Information 

ser of the White Sands Proving Ground and he saw nothing in the newspapers con= 


Viiloes 


? 
“2 


my ot ck 


re! “ 7 
erning ite 


Un or about & vuly 1949, Mr. SCHOLIN, Public information Officer, 
National Military istanlisnment, Washington, D. C., made a one day visit to “nite 
Sands rroving Grounds on 4 Jeneral orientation tour of White sands and to gather 
information on possibla jaads for future releases. “%CHOLIN and DESTCHEMENDY visited 
1@ Naval Operations Oftice and there met Commander McLAUGHLIN,who, during the 
visit revealed to 30HOLiU and in his (DETCHEMENDY) presence, information regarding 
the cracking | of the ilying discs the Spring by Naval White 3ands Proving Ground 
sonnel. OSICHEMENDT said he interrupted MeLaUGdLIN and advised him the Army 
blic Information Officer at White Sands considered the inrormation classified, 
DETCREMENDY did this to protect the classification or the material and to call the 
attention of SCHOLIN to the position of the Army in the matter. McLAUGHLIN replied 


to JETCHZMENDY that tnis was ali lmown information. DSTCHEMENDY stated that he 

id not now what McLAUGHLIW intended to imply by shat statement, Nevertheless 

MeLaUGHLIN proceeded to <9 into the details for SCHOLIN of the tracking accomplished 

by his mee bee 4, DETCHEMENDY again took occasion to interrupt McLAUGHLIN and 

reiterated to him the position of the-Army and the manner it treated the subject, 
after leaving McLAUGHLIN'S office, DETCHEMENDY told SCHOLIN that the White Sanda 
Proving Ground'S Public Information Officer considered all information gathered 

on tlyiag discs classified and amy release regarding them would stem from official 

information channels in Yashington. 
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| TLuS, Aviation kditor, Los Angeles 
| to reveal source for his story appear | 
3 wherein it was stated that an object 
fhite nds Proving Ground as late as Friday } 
state, however, that he was in tae Captain's f f 
erheard part of the verbal report on the sighting of the ob | 
said the Uaptain (believed to Cact. GORRY) knew origin o1 
slice it was made to hin, [LuS would not elaborate her ti 
that the eource was also an officer at . a3 
visitor nor an enlisted Navy man. CLOTS NOscnTSs, Vewscas 
ollywood, California, ited that much of the information contained in his 
newscast was obtained from revarks made by Commander ‘cLAUGLIN, USN, “SPG. 
Jommander McLAUGHLIN mentioned, according to ROBERTS, fact that an ob bject 
nad been sighted in the sky recently and that F thereof 
j t out." ROBERTS said source for th 
| si 1 object in i 
; STIN CONOVER, 
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UNCLASSIFIED 


DETAILS : 


1. ‘this investigation was conducted in order to determine who had 
furnished information at wiite sands rroving Ground regarding the sighting 
of flying disks to wANVIN MILES, keporter, Los Angeles rimes, and ULwls 
HuUswalS, Newscaster, Hadio Station srwB. 


Ar LUS ANGSias , CALIFORNIA —— 
‘. aie ee 
2. rior to interview with-iuus, a cop~of his article released in 
the Los Angeles rimes on iuesday, 30 August 1949, was secured and is being 


forwardad to DG 717 with copies.of this report. he article reads as follows: 
"U,. 3. OFFICERS Sits FLYLNG SAUUIS 
BY WARVIN BLES 


“WH SANUS PROVING Giuunv, N.it., Aug. 29--rlying saucers--or at 
least mysterious flying "objects"--have been sighted by service personnel 
at this vital center of America's uoper air research, 


“4 talked with three mea, two senior officers und an enlisted tech- 
nician, who reported seaing strange objects in the sky, one as recently 
as last Yriday duriug preparation for a high-altituas missile flight. 


“tn all fairness, it must ba pointed out that other officers and 
engineers at wWiite oands scoff at the reports and put them dow to 
imagination, weather balloons, dual images in high-powered optical equip- 
ment, or possioly distant planes reflecting sunlight. 


“sxperienced Ubdservers 


"Yat the wen who gave these reports presumably are familiar with such 
vossibilities ana well acquainted with tne appearance of balloons and 
planes and the quixotic results of staring at a fixed point in the sky for 


long moments, 


‘one officer believes, sincerely, that the objects seen are Space 
ships and declared that a ballistic formula applied to one observation 
through a photo theodolite showed the ‘ship’ was 35 to 40 miles high--an 
‘egg-shaped! craft of fantastic size and traveling at incredible speeds 
o£ three to Zour miles a second: , 


was tracking a balloon into the 


"She observer in this case, he said, 
npalicon's sata 


yo air when tas obiect sweot across She 
some 10 sec Z 


ra it disaspsare 


~~ Scmif. 
UNCLASSIFIED 
levation telescope, an instrument that can follow a missile to altitudes 
of 100 miles or more. 


don't know what it was, but 1 had never seen anything like it 
before,' he told me. ‘it seemed to be metallic, but » couldn't tell its 
size, its speed or its altitude. it would be impossible unless you knew 
one of the three factors,! 


“ne added he had informed his superiors of the incident and was told 
the next morning he had seen a ‘disk.' 


“Weather salloony 


‘A check of one officer elicited the response: it was prooadly a 
a ic i ider 


weather balloon,' but he declared the enlisted 


table man,* 


rriday's object was seen dy a senior officer shor 
ae. and reported to the unit commander. the observer was preparing Tor 
a missile firing and scanning the skies through binoculars. 


"tT don't know what it was, but it came out of tie north in a shallow 
live and turnad wast. 0. i wouldn't guess or size,! 
"He hastened to explain he is a 'skeptic.' 
roof for Skeptic 
"Isn't seeing such a thing the best proof for a gptic,' he was 
asked. 
"'T should say it was,' he smiled, ‘Sut I just saw something and 


reported it,' 


"In all, some five reports have been made in the iast six months, 
ome officer said, with only one last year. 


"Qn one occasion, he told me, three of four officers saw a ilying 
object with the naked eye, and at another time two smaller objects were 
observed to ‘chase’ a test rocket, These may have been dual images on 
the telescopes, he said, although they were seen from several widely 
Separated stations. 


tographs of %} >, had been ruined. The aforequoted article was 
from the pictorial issue of the Times and therefore may have been 
somewhat from the other issues. 


that ph 
secured 
changed 


oO 


4 MARVE WILES, Aviation Editor, Los Angeles Times, ‘times Building, 
202 First Street, Los Angeles, was questioned concerning his article and his 
first remark was, "Do you think I made it up?" MILES was definitely reluctant 
to talk as to the source of the information for his article but finally gave 
the Tollowing account, 


at White Sands Froving 


5. MILES stated that he was in the Navy Off 
round when someone came in the of. to 
he could not recall the Captain's name and whea ta 
to him he said he guessed that was the name. at 
a wan who made a report to the Captain concerning the sighting of an object in 
the siy on Friday (20 August 1949). MILUS clained heard part of 
the story but claimed he could not recall exact we he had overheard. How 

12 further clainaed that he did not tal ! aan at the tine 

> him out and questioned him further. WILES the man reir 

uae but he lates learned the man's name and at the man was not a 

iter, not a menber the press who were ab iSPG during t period, bub 
aval officer, WiLisS wuld not g nor would he 
the writer the uame cf the officer, but added that | GUERY could 

ly that informatiou if OSI needed it. MILES than wanted to know if Ost 

"trying to get weone in trouble! advised that the purpose of 
the inquiry was to jete:mine his source for his ory iin order that that person 


could 58 interviewed tor further details. 


ice 
talk with the Uaptain. HITLES claimed 
tha 


na 3 ct Was suggested 


"someone" was 


>. MILES calleu attention of the writer to the second paragraph of his 


ticle wherein he stad that three men, tre sen enlisted 
tachnician, had reported seeing strange object e recently as 
last Friday (26 August 1949) during preparation for a high-altitude missile 
flight. MILES said that this was true. He stated that one of these officers, 
whose name he would aut Surnish, hed told him about other occurrences which had 
been noted at WSPG. 1010S strongly suggested that the officer in question was 
Commander DOUGLAS ©, scLAUGHLIN, U.S.N., WSPG, but claimed he did not recall 
the officer's name. he second officer mentioned in his article was apparently 
also oificially stationed at SPG from the way LOLES talked, but he would not 


elaborate on this. 


7 MILES disclaimed any knowledge about an allegation or rumor or any 


oto graphs being spoiled wnen the object reported to have been spotted on 26 


pa 


uzust 1949 was seen. 
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9. ROSERTS advised that he did not intend to break any story about 
the objects sighted in the sky at ‘SPG but that on Tuesday morning, 30 August 
1949, he noticed MILES' article in the Times. ROBERTS further advised that 
he called MILES and said in effect that he thought that there was to be no 
publicity on the matter, to which MILES replied to the effect that GLAD HILL 
(GLADWIN HELL of New York Times who also attended the JSPG test) was going 
to break a story and he “wanted to beat him to the punch." AOBUATS stated 
that he communicated with HILL and HILL denied that he was going to release 
any such story. 


10. ROPERTS further stated that since MGLES' story had already broken 
he, ROBERTS, sew no harm in broadcasting a little news item on his rad 
nevscasting program since his ssonsor might ey, where he was"! 


had 2 story and he also had been to the same tes 


similar to MILES', As a result ROBERTS said tha . he mentioned over the radio 
on 30 August 1949 that objects had been sighted in tne sky at SPC and made a 
few remarks about the type of objects, the speed of the objects and the height 
of the objects in the sky. ROBERTS further said that subsequently he saw 
Commander LicLAUGHLIN and apologized to the Cownander for tie newscast and 
Commander MeLAUGHLIN said, "Oh, that's all right. I don't care." 

ll. ROBERTS went on to stabe that he received quite 
on the subject from Commander LicLAUGHLIN, among which were; 


a bit of information 


a. (‘JSPG had an obsarvation point located about 42 miles from iiSPG 
located on a hilltop where observations had been made of objects in the sky 
since 1947. 

b. Objects other than rockets have been sighted in the sky. 


e, On ofe occasion two disks, or objects, were sighted in the sky 
and were flying alongside of 

One of the objects arocped behind the rocket in 
up again to the formar position at the side of tie rocket, 
shot anead. 

d. In all probability some men from somewhere or objects from other 
planets were checking on the tests—based on the tact thab such occurrences 
seemed to take place only during the rocket and other types of tests. 

e. Planet MARS will be closer to the earth in a short time than it 
was three years ago. 


Objects have been sigated at least six times. 


Malt 


a V-2 test rocket, one on each side of the rocket. 
the vapor trail and then pulled 
and then both objects” 


j 


j 


he referred to DOUG DOUGLAS and MICHAGL DOUGLAS, both of whom were allegedly 
representing Radio Station KRKD, (Los Angeles). The orientation lecture 
given by Captain GORRY, according to ROBERTS. 


13. ROBERTS was questioned further about any knowledge of a recent 
Sighting of an object as indicated in lUILES' article heretofore quoted and 
he stated that he "was not in on this" but put "two and two together" and 
related the following incident. ROBERTS stated that he was recording for a 
future broadcast and was under and past the restraining ropes, where the rest 
of the visiting newsmen were, in order that he might get tne oxygen "swoosn'! 
as it was being pumped into the rocket. As he stepped back under the re- \ 
straining ropes he overheard Commander McLAUGILIN say somett un to saneone— 
identity not knowm--about objects being signted in the sky. KGB. said that 
‘tien made a remark to Commander LicLaAUGHLIN about him "holding out on him!" 
the Coumander mentioned something about a recent sighting and some photo- 
ns. Wi TS said that he cu ioned the Comaander about the 
ty 


the Commander sesmed enbarrassed,. 


RC “raga remarked bain ti 


12 
ut," or words 
that through 


phe were taken } bub 


Some error the results of the photography were useless. 


that effect, indi 


14. ROBERTS c 


sluded by stating that if a "dirsct quote" was necessary 

at least some of the coumentators and 
AUSTIN CONOVER of the Hollywood Vitizen- 
d as a visitor at the test. 


as to who was supply iug information to 
newsnen that the writer should talk to 
News. It is noted that CONOVEx was also liste 


les of the Hollywood Citizen-News 


5. ‘The writer checked the library fi 
] and locateq 


at 1545 North Wilcox Avenue, Hollywood, Usalifornia, 


ir offices Bs ia 
g -y datelined ‘uesday, 30 August 1949, by AUSTIN CUNOVR, This article is 
b Yorwarded to iv ¢l7 ies of this reoort and the article read as 
Zi OWS: 


"HUANG AROUND 


jith Austin Conover 


"FL DISKS ASAL, SAY ROCKET EXPERTS 


that are called 'flying saucers' or 'fly- 


“ysterious flying objects 
rocket experts at white Sands Proving 


ing disks' have been sighted by 
Ground, New liexico,. 


"During a visit there last week, I was told by a top Navy officer 


» has had 1 xperience in observing high-altitude missiles: 
hd 3 2 day recently I saw & mysterious coject 
t r t ivned in a report to saington EwO SUC. 


* UNCLASSIFIED 


time I was skeptical. They insisted that I make the report.! 


"Homer E. Newell Jr., a top civilian scientist with the liaval Re- 
search Laboratory at White Sands, commented: 'I have never seen a 
flying saucer, I discount all of the reports about them except 
Some just can't be dispelled as pure myth, hallucination, weather 
balloons, or shadows of rockets on clouds,! 


"tFlying disks,' said Comdr, Robert leLaughlin, wno since 1939 has 
been engaged in rocket research, 'have nothing to do with any experiments 
carried on by American scientists or for that matter one on earth, 

al, ; come irom 
creatures are tar in 


Lon Aave 


"T peard it said that they E i 
attracted to the earth by our abomic bomb explosions and, ,faacinated 


been 
by what they saw, have continued to ke 


1 eve “ON 


"} rocket to the moon is ta long way off,' according to the White 
Sands scientists, who this year sent a rocket to the record height of 
250 miles, 


"te need better aetals to withstand the powerful thrusts nesded to 


send a rocket bayond the earth's gravitational pull,’ remarked a rocket 


nore powerful propellants,' said another, who suggested 


that at ergy “ay be the solution. 

"The American Rocket Society, wnich has ¢ site near Roswell, 
lew Mexico, was mentioned for its ploneerin 1 rocket research during the 
1920s and 1930s. 

"The labe Dr. Robert Goddard, its rounder, and nis assistant at one 
time, Charles Lindbergh, were singled out for special praise. 


"Ths Germans who developed the V-2 rocket were said to have learned 
inuch from the research of those two men, 


"’There will never again be mass bomber flights over enemy instal- 
' coumented Comdr. McLaughlin. 


UNCLASSI iFIED 


"tSach is rocket research today that only a few fa 
alanes in the next war will be able to get through to tt 


"No German scientists are today doing rocket research at 
Sands Proving Ground. 


“Ye were told that they are working on a secret project 
Force Base near il Paso. 


“White Sands Proving Ground base is 50 miles north of #1 Paso, 
testing is done in a 30-by-200-mile area between the Organ Jiountains 
and the Sacramento Liountains. 


"The Navy has req ted 3 2 2n who visite sd che base last 
eek not release the s wnat we saw there unti 

lo. AUSTIN COMUVIK, Reporter, Hollywood Citizen-iiews, 
at the newspaper offices and he, like MILES, tried to be evasive 
However, he did admit that the information in the first four 
his article indicating that "flying disks" or "flying saucers" 
sighted by rocket experts at SPC; that an*object had bean recently seen; 

d that two reports had previously been turned in by the saue party, had 
been furnished to nim hy the Coumanding Officer of the Navy Office at VSPG. 
GOUOVER claimed ha did not recall the officer's name and when the name GURRY }} 
was suggested to him he said that he believed that that was the name of the 
Commanding Officer. it is observed that the source of other quotes in the 
article are named therein, 

17. An editorial was also located which was written by AUSTIN CONOVER 
and appeared in the lloilywod Citizen-iiews on lionday, 5 September 1949. This 
editorial is being forwarded to DO #17 with copies of this report and the 
pertinent part of the editorial is quoted below: 


"EDITORIALS CITIZEN-NEWS 
"Monday, Seotember 5, 1949 LLY.OD 


HOW GOBS THE WORLD ¢ AUSTIN CONOVER 
"IMAGINATION OR MARTIANS 


When scientists and military observers report that they, too, have 
seen flying saucers in the sky, it's thought-provoking. 


ted the reply, ‘pats i ara no such 
a sked about soyernaens's 


were so convinced that they saw them that he had to make a report to 


Washington on the matter. 


"uly fellow newspapermen, working on their own, found a similar 
response among the officials whom they contacted. 


"All of the scientists and military observers, whether or not 
they had seen any, were agreed on this point: the saucers are not man- 
nade, 


"David Lilienthal, chairman of the Atomic Energy Commis 
misses as 'foolish' the suggestion that they may be somethi 
to atomic energzy.....eeeeee" 


ove editorial deals in generalities, no s; i 
is source for the information set out th 
° 


e 
tions were asked 
but he volunteer 


ed that he "sort of dreamed it up." 


ru 
@ 


19, It is note 


nf 


ed that reference report indicates Coiwmnder McLAUGHLII'S\ 
name is DOUGLAS C. -AUGHLIN, and that CONUVYSR'S article ;sives his name as \ 
waander ROBERT MicLAUGHLIN. Since CONOVER could not remamber the USN Con- 
nding Officer's nama it is possible he erred in recalling the correct first 
name, Ib might also be mentioned nere that none interviewed seemed to indi- 
cate that the name aM (of the General Wills Aeronautical Laboratory) had 


been revealed to then, altnough it appeared from their releases that the j 
contents of the repurt — a had been discussed with them, “ 


\ 


co. 


29. One copy uf tuis report is being forvarded to District Office No, 12, 
Scott AFB, for their possible information in the event that Castain EDVARD D. 


DETCHEMENDY has as ;et uot been interviewed. 


21. In connection wibh any further investigation wich is conducted by 
District Office No. 17 it is requested that extreme care be used in question- 


ing any Naval persoune. on information furnished in this report o7 CLETE 
MESRTS, Newscaster, 13, Hollywood, since he was very cooperative during 
this investigation and attempted to be very helpful. 


Inclosures: 
FOR DISTRICT OFFICE NO. 17, KIRTLAND AFB 
1. Article dy MARVIN MILES, Los angeles Times, 30 August 1949. 


2. Article by AUSTIN CONOVER, Hollywood Citizen-News, 30 August 1949, 
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j 1. This Office can give no hint of identification or possible origin of these 
| objects as described, 


2. No develonment work known to this Office could be even remotely connected with 
these incidents. 
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1, This Office can give no hint of identification or possible origina of these 
objects aa described, 


2, Mo development work known to this Office could be even remotely connected with 
these incidents. 
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1. ‘this office is currently engaged in the 
unidentified aerial phenomena. Under authority contained in para 


Zechnical Instruction 2185 Addendum 3, this Command, dated 11 Fel assis & 
and cooperation of your office is requested. 

é. ‘the inclosed information regardi sighti of uz sified aerial objec 
in the vicini of } ‘ ur review 


and Conment as to possiole origin and/or iu 
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1. The attached information regarding unidentified aerial objects has been 
reviewed. 


2. This Laboratory does not fael justified in saying definitely what the natures 
of this unidentified object may be. 


3. It is believed that significance should bs attached to the fact that the 
observer could not get a hard focus on the object and tharafore obviously did not 
uaxe an exact determination of ita distance, One of the points emphasized by 
Dr. Paul M. Pitts in his recent review of similar findings was that observers usually 
rere unabla to determine the distance of the object. Unless distance is determined, 
all estimates of the si,e of the object and of its linear speed ar» unrsliable. It is 
believed possible that, had the observer been abla to bring the object into clear focus 
in his theodolita, he mizht have been able to identify it. 


- P, GAGGE 

Lt, Colonel, USC (USAF) Pur/bes 
5 Incls: Acting Chief, Aero Medical Laboratory 2-2228 
n/e Engineering Division Bldg. 29 
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DETATLS ¢ 


1. This investigation was initisted by the District topes, oth 
OSI District, upon receipt of information that an unidentified aerie- 
phenomena was sighted over Vicksburg, Mississippi on Friday, 22 
which was described as a "flying triangle”, 


AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI: 


2. The following newspaper item taken from the Jackson, Mississippi 
ly Mews, dated 23 April 19L9, is quoted ver batim: 


'PLYING TRIANGLE! REPORTED OVFR VISKSRURG FRIDAY 


4 "flying triangle" was reported seen in the sky over Vicksburg 
last night. 

JAMES E, PARKER said he saw the ouject "like a lighted triangle" 
shortly after midnight. 

He said he could not estimate the height or speed of the object. 
PARKER said there was no noise to indicate it might have been 4 high fly 
ing airplane. 


AT VISKSRURG, MISSISSTPPI: 


a 


3. On 11 May 1949, the writer in* rviewed Mr, 


7 at 
Vicksburg, Mississippi, S@00M% stated in substance that he sighted a fly- 
ing triangle at anproximately 0022 hours, central standard time, 23 April 
1949, over the city of Vicksburg. ‘Ihen this object was sighted, it was 
within the city limits and approximately one and one-half (1-1/2) miles 
\ from the center of the city of Vicksburg, @gMBMMR further stated that he 
\ was a7 in front ofg when he first sighted this object. 


e stated that he MPP, 
\only saw one object and when this ont was sighted, it was 2t about a 


forty-five ey degree angle, going east, and was at 4 seemingly high alti- 
tid e» urther steted that he observed this object from a period of 


from five (5) to ten (10) seconds, 


c ROME described the color of the object as being milky looking, 

. like a flourescent light, but not quite as bright. @MMMMMR described the 
object as being in the shape of a triangle, each side of -the triangle bein 
approximately four (4) feet in length and one 2nd one-half (1-1/2) feet 
in widtn. Running dorm the outside edge of each side of the triangle was 
BR row of lights, 

; 

j AMM further stated that this chject wes headed due erst in level 

/flight and thet there was no evidence of exhaust, nor was there any effect 

j caused on the clouds by this objezt. All licht Appeared luminous ; 
slightly milky. This ob ject anneared to be sucported by wines, 
vidence ofr crv i 
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Y CHARACTER, 


Subversive Activity 


orn Ost District Bulletin # 55-16, dat gated 22 November 198, 


Investigation at Mersey. Mississippi regarding an unidentifiei 
aerial phenomena described as being a flying triangle, failed to ver? f 
definitely just what type of object was sighted, ‘ 


ISTRIBUTION \CTION COPY FORWARDED TO 


cc, AMC, " Wrignt- | Commanding General 
Patterson AFB |, Air Materie] Command 
(Action Copy) ~3/“| Wright-Patterson AF Base 
Hq, OST ‘ | Dayton, Ohio 

DO #10, Kelly 4 


| @MBMMBR stated that this object was traveling at a speed faster than mail 


nes, or National Cuard planes, but slower than a jet type aircraft, 
objeet did not make any sound, The manner of disappearance of this 
¢ is was that it "just disappeared" in a clear sky as though it traveled 


. Information relative to the ob@erver is that aii. lives at 1226 

West Street, Vicksburg, Mississippi, and follows the occupation of carpe 

as a rule, but at present is employed in a pool hall under the name of 

"Nosser's Smoke House”, QM does not have a, hobbies, but li 

watch airplanes in an effort to determine their 

riding in airplanes amd enjoys this experience, 

ability to determine é¢alor, and the ability to d 

nobiles, but is not too familiar 1 he spee 

to have the ab sagh 4 to determine size In obje- 

to informants in Vicksburg, qa seemingly reliabl: 

The local police department has no record of @RagR. a 

be termed as 4 “fairly good" eyesight and according to ane his atte 2ntion 

was not drawn to this object in any particular manner, @ just happened 

to glance up into the sky and saw the object, When } fi as inter~ 

viewed, the writer was accompanied by Major FRANKLIN B 
itelligence Officer i Base Inspector, Hawkins Air Force Base, 

Wississipps, who is a ratad pilot and both the writer and RICHAS 

that eee, seemed very reliable, Sa is very eluaive in his description, 

and it is the opinion o1 Major RICH’RDSON and the writer that Tgp ai 

see something, 

Vicksburg 


Information relative 2 sightings in . 


egative, 


Weather information on 22 ! 
half. (1/2) mile, grown [g, ipthhekea zeiling, set; light broken 
clouds; barometric pressure, 1001.86; temperat 56d winds, south= 
two miles per hour sltimeter,. Vicksburg ¥ I 
was garbled am coula not be read, Provetling winds 
were fram the southwest, or west and ranged from six 
rat 10,00@ feet to Mfty-seven (57) miles per hour at 20,000 feet. 


There was no commercial aircraft in the vicinity of Vicksburg, 
Mississippi after 2330 hours, 22 April 199, and there was no record of 
military aircraft in Vicksburg at the time the object was sighted, I+ is 
not ‘cnown in this vicinity whether or not any test device had been relezsed 

y any military organization or enmy research organization. 
re was no radio antenna or any projection 


nich might 


* PARE 
TAA 


nN 


MNCL. wOlF it 
"On April 22, 1949, as well as I can remember, about 12325, I 
got out of a cab at Clay and West Streets, end I looked up and saw a 
flying object shaped like 4 angle and it was dimmed lighted, traveling 
ata fast rate of speed, traveling faster than the averagé plane, 
It looked like to be h ft long and it was high in the sir, It was 
traveling east, See drawing at bottom of this page, I couldn't esti 
mate the hetght of speed, 


en 


\ppeared reliable 


On Lh uy Log, the weiter itterriowed it, nm 0% Vicksburz, Liss, 
PM iaced in subsiwwe tat he sijhted a flying triangle at asprox. 0022 hours, 
an} 


central ou time, 25 April 1549, over the city of Vicksburg. then this object 
was Signted, it was witoin the city limits and aporactimately one and 


milas fron the center of the city of Vicksburg er Purthor stat he 
Stanmiing in front of % when he first : ted this cbjccts Q@iMMy stated 


that lw could not loca: he Latitude on the cape ar only saw one object and when 
titis object was sighted, .% vas at abous a forty-five (45) degree ancle, going cast, 
and yas 4. a Seumingly 1 altitude. Bar further ctated chat ho observed this 
object from a paricd ox iooa Clive (5) to ten (10) seconds. 

Mw cescrived cw color of the object as being mili looking, lim a 
flourescent light, but sot quite as bright. @@BMl described the ccject as being in 
the shape of a triayzgle, aich sida or the triangla being approx, four (ly) 2b in 
Jlangth and one and oneialf (1-1/2) 2% in width. Ruming dow the outsida edge of 
each side of the triangle was a row cf lights. 

Purther stated that this object was Leaded due east in level flight and 
that there was mo evidence af exhaust, nor mis there any effect caused on the clouds 
by this cbjecte All light appeared luminous, but slightly milicy. This object apoeared 
to ba supported by winzs, but theve «mas no evidence of any !dind of propulsion, nor did 
he sight any type of stabilisers or antenna on this object. @MMMBw stated that chis 
object vas traveling at a speed caster than mil ea, or National Guard planes, 

um slower *han a jet ‘ce aircrart. “is cbject I f “Aner 
prasarance of this -bject ms chat is "ju 3 
.3 traveled cut 


